
Chord Vocabulary - 4

Barre Chords
A barre chord requires the first finger to lay across or barre strings in order to make a chord shape movable. 

Compared to the moveable ‘F’ and power chord shapes, barre chords are more challenging to play due to the

increased number of strings that need to be fretted.  Learning barre chords will be less of a challenge if a

beginner has enough finger strength to play a moveable ‘F’ chord shape with clarity (Chord Vocabulary -1).

Moveable ‘E’ Chord Shape 

Step 1:  P lay a standard open ‘E’ arpeggio.

Step 2:  P lay the same ‘E’ arpeggio with the second, third, and

fourth fingers (instead of the first, second, and third fingers).

Step 3:  Slide the entire shape up one fret, then barre the first

finger across all six strings along the first fret.  The chord is now 

an ‘F’ chord.   T he sixth string bass note determines the letter

name of this moveable chord, producing twelve potential major

chords.  With the added fifth and sixth strings, this ‘F’ chord has

more of a ‘bassier’ or ‘fuller’ sound compared to the four-string

‘F’ chord.  
  

Step 4:  Along the fifth fret, the same chord shape is an ‘A’ chord.

The most popular barre chord uses a moveable ‘E’ chord shape.  Below is a step-by-step method on how

to barre a moveable ‘E’ chord shape: 
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Chord Synonyms 
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Step 3:  ‘F’ barre chord

              ‘F'                          ‘F<'                       ‘G'                         ‘G<'                       ‘A'

1                              1                                    2                                   3                                    4                                  5   

2                         1                                    2                                   3                                    4                                  5

3                    2                                    3                                   4                                    5                                  6

4               3                                    4                                   5                                   6                                   7

5          3                                    4                                   5                                   6                                   7

6     1                                    2                                   3                                   4                                   5 

The same concept that applies to enharmonic notes (sharps and flats) will also apply to chords.  For  example,

an ‘F<’ barre chord can also be referred to as a ‘G=’ chord.  A moveable ‘E’ chord shape played along the

sixth fret position can be referred to as either an ‘A<’ chord or a ‘B=’ chord.

For the beginning guitarist, understanding the concept of a moveable barre chord will not take as long as

actually being able play all six strings of a barre chord with clarity.  To get the fretting fingers in shape, a barre

chord exercise featuring moveable ‘E’ shape arpeggios is shown below:

Barre Chord Exercise
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